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Far from Land Degradation Neutrality
• IPBES Global Assessment (2019), IPCC 

Special Report on Climate Change and 
Land (2019), Global Land Outlook 
(2022): land is highly degraded with 
unsustainable levels of agricultural
expansion, natural resource and 
mineral extraction, and urbanization

• Increase LDD from rising per capita 
(land) consumption, population
growth, and expantion of drier areas, 
where many people live – or will live

• High impact vs relevance of 
restoration for economic benefits



Europe and Soil Mission on Desertification

25% of land in Southern, Central and 
Eastern Europe was estimated to be 
at high or very high risk of 
desertification (Pravailie et.al, 2017)

Desertification risk has severe 
environmental, social and economic
consequences which need to be 
urgently tackled

Projects should ensure:
• close collaboration with the Joint 

Research Centre’s EU Soil Observatory
(EUSO) and  projects  under the Soil
Mission

• synergies with Partnership  PRIMA and  
LIFE project NewLIFE4Drylands

• international cooperation is
encouraged, in particular with third
countries in the Mediterranean region

SOIL MISSION call (2023) 



MONitoring and Assessing prevention
and restoration soLutIons to combat

deSertificAtion

Giovanna Seddaiu
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Community of Knowledge

managed by ISPRA (Task 5.4 leader)
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Know and act to reverse land degradation and 
desertification (LDD) 

Being one of the major issues affecting the capacity of the land
to offer ecosystem services there is a need for:

- innovative and tailored solutions
- exchange of knowledge and experiences
- out-scaling of success stories 
- agendas for improved land governance and sustainable

policy that address explicitely LDD

Vision for the Community of Knowledge



Scientific 
experts Practitioner  Policy 

makers

MONALISA Community of Knowledge (KC) &
TERRASAFE Community of Practice (CoP) 

SOIL 
MISSION 
call (2023)
Sister 
Projects 



Community info

Community objectives

• facilitating the exchange of knowledge
• facilitating connections with relevant 

communities and networks
• disseminating information among land

users and their organizations
• sharing information relevant to 

policymakers
• support the scaling out and exploitation 

of project results 

MONALISA website

Monalisa4land.eu

Forum of the Community  
&

Information Hub
&

Registration form



Key activities foreseen

• Discuss in Knowledge groups
• Co-organize  conference sessions and events
• Joint publications, research proposals, policy 

briefs
• Advice and feedback  on project outputs

• Present in  Café Talks biannual forums  by 
MONALISA

• Annual Open Calls for Young Researchers by 
MONALISA

• News to update the Community



2025 March 27
first meeting 

45 participants!



Timetable 2025

• Monalisa Café Talks late May 2025 - topic: “Sustainable soil 
management practices - Microbial based solutions and 
scientific gaps” 

• Monalisa Open Call for Young Researchers:  launch May 2025 –
topic “Use of remote sensing, machine learning, and AI” (same 
topic for next Café Talk in October 2025)

• Monalisa and Terrasafe Celebration 17 June 2025 Joint webinar



Join the Community!

Or write to:
Monalisa_kc@isprambiente.it

https://monalisa4land.eu/
community/

Forum of the Community  
&

Information Hub
&

Registration form

https://monalisa4land.eu/community/
https://monalisa4land.eu/community/


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION
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